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Bonphace Collins Mangeni, a PhD student in
Crop Protection and part time staff in the
Department of Biological Sciences won the
most promising innovation award in tackling
food insecurity in Africa during the UK- Africa
food security symposium. The symposium took
place at the Sainsbury Laboratory, University
of Cambridge on 11 September 2018 and
brought together participants with diverse
backgrounds from plant biologists to social
scientists.

The Theme of the event was “Developing
Effective and Equitable Research Partnerships
to Address Food Insecurity in Africa”, with an
excellent keynote speech from Dr. Debisi
Araba, the Regional Director of the
International Center for Tropical Agriculture

(CIAT) in Nairobi, Kenya. The two panel
discussions addressing research partnerships
and food security in Africa, as well as capacity
building in African tertiary education
institutions, provided a great opportunity both
for the invited panelists to give inspiring
presentations on their work on the topics, and
for the audience to give their views and ask
questions.

Bonphace won a prize of £500 for his “One
Village One Poultry Vet” project-a socio-
economic intensification framework aimed at
increasing indigenous poultry production by
smallholder rural farmers for economic and
dietary benefits in Kenya.
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